Bensenville. That isless than an hour drive from
here.

After breakfast this morning | called
then and they were open even though today isa
national holiday. So | took off and went to see
them with camerain hand.

When | got there | found they have
one hour service on some repairs. The
lady took my camerato the technician to
see if they could fix it right away and
they could. | filed out some paper work
and left the camera there and headed for
McDonald' s for coffee.

| came back in 50 minutesand in
59 minutes | had the camerain hand and
al fix. Wow, | saved about 175 bucks.

They had to replace the CCD unit.
That isthe image sensor that the lens
proj ects the picture on so the other
electronics can store you picture on the
memory card. On the film camerathat is
al done with mirrors. | kind of guessed it
was that or the control circuit.

They also re-soldered the board
connections, reprogrammed the camera,
cleaned, and checked the whole thing.
They did all of thisin under an hour and
for under $100. Y es the charged me
under the estimated.

Y ou may want to know who these
wonderful people are and | will tell you.

When | went in the door | thought
Iswas a small reception area when on the
internet they had a sound like a big oultfit.

A man came in and told me he
dropped his camera of yesterday and
camein to get it because it was ready.
When | came back to get my camera
there was aguy picking up one SLR film
camera and dropping off another for

repair. He may have been just returning a
loaner. Yesif you really need to have a
camerathey have loaners.

Say you are on vacation and you
break your camera and really need one.
The will get acamerato you and then
send you back where you arein afew
days.

Oh, they say in most cases cameras
are returned within 24 hours.

| could go on and on how
impressed | was but I'll leave the rest up
to you.

Here it there card.

\ UnitedCamera
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| just scanned this newsletter and | see |
am telling about things that are coming things
that will have passed by the time you read the
newsletter. Maybe | have to think an issue ahead
of you.

Most of theissueisfull of thing | think
you might be interested in but there is alot of
the“Life and Times of Marty” in here too.

They say that awriter should writeto his
readers. | seethat 99 visitors have been to the
web pages since July. That means nine visits per
issue and only some of them are me checking to
seeif the web page is working.

| print afew copies and give them out so
| know those people. | am not sure of the others.

| have anidea. | think | will put a survey
on the web page and ask. Since | only know for
sure of two people who read my newsletter from
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the web site it would be nice to know my
readers.

Maybe | could have a contest. | could
give away something to people the register.
Hummm... | think | will think on this. Have
got anything that the readers might want, any
ideas?

Y ou do al know you can tell me you
thought by clicking on “ Contact Marty”. No one
but me will see your email, name or address
unlessyou tell meitisok. | do not use last
names for your privacy.

My newsletter iskind of like our
Saturday afternoon get to gather. Anyone can
join just show up. If you need more room we
can pull up another chair of even atableif
needed. So pull up achair and talk to me.

M artysRandomT houghts.com//forms/ContactM arty. html
Thissiteis about as secure as | came make it
right now.

Fixing Things

| bought an M-Peg player along time
ago. It isso old it has a hard drive instead of
have amemory stick. A few months ago it died
much as my camera did. It isasealed unit so
normal repairing was out of the question.

WEell | removed the screws away. After |
got it opened | found that it had replaceable
rechargeable batteries. And would you know it
they were the same as the rechargeable “AA”
NI-Mh batteries | have been using for years.
Who would have thought it would be so easy.

After | had all the screw out of the case |
found there were clips to remove the battery
covers to replace them. The manual say you
have to return it to the factory to replace the
batteries.

So now with fresh new batteriesit
should be good for 5 more years. And as a
bonus the new batteries will let me play music
1-1/2 times longer life.

Now what else do | have around here |
can fix. Or maybe | should say what else around
hereis going to break down next?

Oh | need those foam pads that go on the
headphones. Many of them are getting old and
falling apart. | have to find some of them.

17-Feb-10 9:56am 32°

The Pilgrims

Are any of you keeping track of the
Pilgrims progress on Mike' s Journa? | have a
few people ask me how they are doing but | was
wondering how many of my readers go to mikes
website.

Printer Retired

This morning | took my laser printer
offline. It still works but it eats way to much
electricity. It draws as much as atoaster when
you first turn it on. And then 300 to 500 watts
when you are using it and 100 to 200 when it
sitting there doing nothing. What a waste of
energy. The printer works fine and is a good
tool for large print jobs. And for ninety bucks |
can print about 6000 pages it just cost too much
to useit for afew pages.

So | have unplugged it and set it aside
for now. | will plug it in again when | have abig
print job that isin black and white.

20-Feb-10 11:59am 37°

How could it be snowing and be this
warm? | removed the snow from the drive and
walk ways before | went to breakfast. It kept
snowing until just alittle bit ago. Thereisno
more snow on the drive and walks. That is just
fine with me.

Marty’s Random Blog

| have been working on my blog the last
few daystrying to get is set up so | can use it
with the cell phone. The normal format is just
way too messy to using it on the little screen.
There isaway to automatically have it display a
cleaner format on the phone and have a different
on display on the PC where there is amuch
bigger screen.

| got that to work alittle bit but when |
went in to Administrator mode it is amost
impossible to navigate to do anything with all
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the clutter. For now there is only one way, the
hard way.

If | decideto go on afield trip | wanted
to make it easier to post notes. | want to be able
to just whip out the phone and enter something
quickly. Until | figure thisout | have to be
somewhere more stable where | can use the
laptop. | will have to resolve this somehow.

21-Feb-10 8:03am 28°

Birthday

Petra’'s Mom, Christineis having a
birthday today. | only added her to my list afew
days ago. Happy Birthday Mom! Or isit
gltcklich Geburtstag Mamal

22-Feb-10 9:59pm 28°

Wil | think | had alot of things |
wanted to finish or at least work on today. | got
up to 3 or 4 inches of snow to remove.

It didn’'t help that | got up late. Well it
was seven o' clock. It was 8:30 before | got all
the snow removed. | didn’t get back from
breakfast until after ten-thirty because | am so
good at hanging around.

After | got home | noticed that most of
the streets were clear so | thought | would do a
little work on the computer after | started aload
of laundry. So as you see things were
happening. | figured | would go to Osco after
lunch and check to mail on the way.

Wl | turned on the computer and very
shortly | saw | had avirus. | think it had been 2
years since | got one of them. Thisviruswas a
bad one called a Trojan horse.

A Trojan horse is a computer virus that
disguisesis self as something else and if you are
not careful some of them will steal all your
information. This one called itself “XP Internet
Security 2010” and looked something like
Microsoft’s firewall program.

The program told me | had avirus and |
needed to update to clean the virus off the
computer. Something looked fishy to me.

| have Microsoft’s firewall turned off
because | use Zone Alarm. | figured the one of
the Microsoft security updates turned it back on.

When it asked me to buy something |
stopped and tried to use my AV G anti-virus
program to get rid of it. This Trojan was too
new to remove it but it stopped it from doing
any real damage. It still stopped me from doing
anything because it was on the computer.

After getting the laptop out so | could go
out and get the updated and then running a full
system scan it took me about 8 hours to get it
off this PC.

Right now | think thismy systemis
clean again. | will do 1 or 2 more full system
scans with other programs to make sure there
are no more pieces of thison my computer.
Sometimes pieces hide so you have to run
another program just in case one misses part
another one might find it.

24-Feb-10 11:39am 27°

New Electric Bill old Rates

| received my Electric bill today and it is
only sixty-nine dollars. Thisisthelast bill
paying afixed price for my electricity supply
charge.

Remember around thefirst of the month
the switched my electric meter so | start getting
the spot price for electricity. Thisiswhen | pay
the current cost of the Electricity Supply
Charge. If it is 1¢ to thishour that isal | pay if
itis10¢ | pay more. On thismy last fixed bill it
iS6.435¢ per kWh.

| have only been on this since the 4™ of
the month but | am starting to see where the
peak charges are. It looks like 11pm to 5 in the
morning is the best price. Most of the factories
and stores are closed and | am sleeping. Good
timeto run the A/C. Wait it is winter!

The prices are high 7 to 10 in the
morning and again 6 to 9 in the evening seems
to be the highest time. | have only 14 days of
data so far so this may be change as | get more
data. | am guessing 7 to 10 in the morning is
when factories and businesses are turning on
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their stuff and the demand ishigh. The6to 9in
the evening is when everyone is returning home
and firing up the TVs, Computer, and there
heaters and all those things people do when they
get home from work.

| don’t know if | will savealot on
energy because | don’'t know it | will do al of
my TV watching from 11pm to 5am or even do
my laundry at that time of the morning. | am
going to try and shave some of the dollars off
my electric bill. It may only be enough for a cup
of coffee aday. Even that little bit is something.

Oh | am talking about Starbucks coffee
not Town & Country’s coffee.

Right now Town and Country’s coffeeis
only 95¢!

A Note From The Universe™...
Someone bugging you?
Nah, way too easy.

Just like happiness,
disappointment is an "inside" job.

www.tut.com

25-Feb-10 9:01lam 17°

It looks like we keep getting more
snow every day. Maybe that is because
there are only ten months until
Christmas.
Old Newspaper

When | reroofed my house L abor
Day 1993 | found an old newspaper
under the porch. It was folded in a square
and very hard to open. Parts of it are
damaged from being under there since
May 5™ 1952. | just re-found it in a box.

| scanned part of to show you.
Because it is damaged it may hard to
read other parts. | am going put part of it
In the newsl etter any way.

Does anyone know of someone
that might be able to restores old
newspapers? It would niceto seewhat is
inside without destroying any more of it.

| copied a quarter of apage but it
was too wrinkled to read so | will try to
get some snippets.

Woodstock Daily Sentinel Headlines May 5, 1952

Snippet on from the front page.
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