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This may be of some enjoyment to some of you. 
 I wonder what ever happened to the 
Sentinel. I looked up for some trivia about it and 
found this: 

 
 Did you notice thon the picture of the 
headlines that the price says “FIVE CENTS 
PER COPY.”  I don’ t think you can buy a copy 
of anything for 5¢ anymore. 
 For you older folks what was in the 
Sentinel on March 26, 1964? It was a major 
event and filled up 3 big sections of the paper. 
That is 10 times more pages of newsprint than 
was normal back then.  

26-Feb-10 12:28pm 29° 
 Let’s start today’s notes with a birthday. 
Birthday 

Title:  
Woodstock daily sentinel. : (Woodstock, McHenry 
County, Ill.) 1930-1974  

Place of publication: 
Woodstock, McHenry County, Ill. 

Geographic coverage: 
Woodstock, McHenry, Illinois  

Publisher: 
Woodstock Sentinel Co. 

Dates of publication: 
1930-1974 

Description: 
75th year, no. 149 (Dec. 24, 1930)-119th year, no. 
117 (Dec. 31, 1974).  

Frequency: 
Daily (except Saturday and Sunday) Apr. 25, 1960-
1974 

Notes: 
Weekly ed.: Woodstock weekly sentinel, 1936-
1948.  

LCCN: 
sn 82015881 

OCLC: 
8821152  

Preceding Titles: 
Woodstock daily sentinel and Woodstock 
American. (Woodstock, McHenry County, Ill.) 
1926-1930  

Succeeding Titles: 
The daily sentinel. (Woodstock, Ill.) 1975-1985  

Related Titles: 
Woodstock weekly sentinel. (Woodstock, 
McHenry County, Ill.) 1936-1948  

Source: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015881/ 
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67-14 I have a collection of newsletters I wrote for my 

amusement and gave to my friends and family for their 
enjoyment. I put them all in books. 

You can preview these and other books 
along with other stuff at my store. 
MartysRandomThoughts.com/store 

 Did you remember that today is 
Shirley’s Birthday? I have known Shirley for a 
very long time and maybe I known her longer 
and didn’ t even know it was her. 
 When I first knew her when she was a 
waitress at the Timber’s. The Timber’s is long 
since been gone. The build where Timber’s was 
now sells cars. 
 On Wednesday night and late night 
Saturday Shirley would wait on me from time to 
time at the Timber’s.  

Years later Shirley works at the Three 
Brothers. I used to hang out there too. I don’ t 
remember if she waited tables there very long if 
at all. Before she moved on she was part of the 
management. There was some of her family 
working there for a while as well. I used to kid 
the brothers, Kim, Sam, and John that I was 
going to change the sign to read “Shirley’s 
Family and the Three Brothers.”  

Then next thing I remember Shirley and 
her husband Bob opened a carryout restaurant 
where I had food delivered at home once in a 
while. When they moved the business out to the 
building we all know as Vaughan’s now. I 
started hanging around and got to know Shirley 
and Bob a lot more. About 3 years ago.Yes it 
will be three years in July they sold the business 
and went in to semi retirement. 

Shirley is now working weekday 
mornings helping out at IHOP in Crystal Lake.  

Wait…I didn’ t tell you about before I 
knew her. Where Round-The-Clock is in 
Chrystal Lake was a place called the Auto-Dine. 
I remember going there at the wee small hours 
of the morning to have a cup of coffee. The 
parking lot was so bad that is a truck got lost in 
the pot holes. I am talking semi-trucks here. �  
Well maybe it wasn’ t that bad. 

Anyway Shirley told me that was where 
she got started. If I remember right her dad 
cooked there and he would let Shirley help. 

Anyway Shirley I won’ t tell any more of 
your life story.   Happy Birthday Shirley! 
Woops, I mean Happy Today Shirley! 
Marty’s Random Thought the BLOG 

Some of you may know I have a blog on 
the web site where I can post Marty’s Random 
Thoughts as a blog. Well I have had for around 
a year. I almost never update because I have the 
newsletter so don’ t rush out to check it out yet. 

For the last few weeks I have been trying 
to find a tool that will let me administrate it on 
my new cell phone. Every tool I found was just 
a pain to use. I was looking for a simple tool 
that would let me just post something once in a 
while. I didn’ t want some tool that would let me 
do all of the editing and maintenance that is 
needed from time to time. It would be a royal 
pain to do a lot of the administration on the 
small screen on the cell phone. A simple posting 
now and then is all I want.  

Well I found the tool for that. It is called 
“moblog.”   It lets me write messages and once 
published to the web site it removes them from 
the phone so it doesn’ t clutter up the memory 
with a lot of extra files.  

It also lets you grab postings from the 
web site to edit and repost. It is simple and 
works great. 

If you haven’ t seen my web blog site and 
wanted to look at don’ t expect anything fancy. I 
will work on making is fancy later. Check it out 
martysrandomthoughts.com/blog/    

27-Feb-10 8:41am 26° 
 Will this snow ever let up? It snowed a 
little again last night. Last year at this time I was 
in Arizona with Mike and Petra and it was 
sunny. Maybe I need to go to there to get away 
from the snow.  

Even Marie in Philadelphia is getting 
snow. I should contact her about her snow. After 
all she kept asking us to send her some.  
Things are Dragging 

Many things are dragging today. Many 
of the people I have talked to today seemed to 
below their happy go lucky selves today. I am 
also below my normal self. And even my 
computer seems to be going slow today.  
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I wonder if that is the tsunami that is 
causing this feeling. Maybe us all feeling this 
way is causing the tsunami. 

I don’ t really feel sad. It is my nose has 
been stuffy or running and I have been sneezing 
a lot the last couple of days. I know it will be all 
better in a day or so. I guess I will just let it run 
it’s coarse. 

28-Feb-10 8:26am 31° 
 Remember yesterday some of us were 
dragging? Well this morning I woke up around 
5:30 and decided to go to Starbucks and get a 
couple of cups of that bold coffee they sell in 
the morning. That stuff is so strong that one day 
I had a coup at three in the afternoon and was 
awake until 3 in the morning when I forced 
myself to bed. 
 I took these two cups to Town & 
Country and gave one to Anila who I found out 
had already stopped and got coffee. Well she 
got busy and made me drink both of the cups I 
brought.  

That coffee is so strong I had to put 3 or 
4 things of cream 
in it just so I could 
down it. If you see 
me today and I 
seemed all hipper 
you will know 
why. You do 
know I drink decaf 
most of the time 
with only cream in 
the first cup. 

Right now I think I could go all day with 
any more coffee. All of a sudden this coffee 
high will wear off and I will crash and be done 
in for as long as I was high on caffeine.  
It All Ends Today 
 Today is the end of February. In 2 more 
days it will be three years since I retired. Can 
you believe that?  I remember that day because 
of the snowing. It was snow so bad it took me 
an hour to get to work. There were about a 

dozen cars in the ditch and one or two stuck in 
the road.  
 It was my last day of work so I had to 
get there. Shortly after I got to work it stopped 
snowing and the sun came out. I think we had 
ten or twelve inches of snow that morning. 
When I went home most of the roads were 
cleared and I was retired. Wow, twenty-two 
years at the same place. 
Thinking Back 
 I have been thinking about this 
retirement and what I have been doing for the 
last 3 years and what to do next. In the last three 
years I have been on a few adventures. 
 In April 2007 I went to Germany to visit 
Mike & Petra and then walked a couple hundred 
miles across Spain. After returning I started 
writing a book about the adventure. I published 
the book earlier this year. Oh, can review it or 
even buy one online for less than twenty bucks. 
lulu.com/metras3 . Or ask me if I still a couple 
copies because I think I can get it to you for 
about $13.99. So for $15 I could keep my 
newsletter running a little longer.  
 That’s enough advertizing for now. 
 I have also published 2 books with the 
back issues of my newsletter. The first book was 
all issues I could find from the beginning in 
1998 to 2007. And the second is 2008. I still 
have to put 2009 together. 
 You can see them out there at 
lulu.com/metras3 too. 
 In 2008 I went out to California to visit 
Mike and Petra while there were resting up 
before the started there big journey to walk east. 
I spent a month on the road and think I only had 
three things break that I had to fix so I could 
finish my vacation. 
 I don’ t know why I keep calling a 
vacation when I am retired. May it is because 
retirement is an occupation. Like when I took a 
year off in the mid 1980’s and went to college. 
The Unemployment people told me it was an 
occupation if I want to school. 
   About this time last year I head to 
Flagstaff Arizona to have coffee with Mike and 
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Petra. They were about a month and a half in to 
their walk to Jerusalem and I thought that was 
the right time for a coffee break. 
 I spent about a month with them being 
their support team with the motor home. I 
traveled about 15 miles a day while they were 
walking east. After that I thought it was time for 
me to head home. I stopped to say “HI!”  to 
people on my path home and was home around 
3 days after I let the pilgrims.  
 That was funny. It took me 3 days to go 
from Albuquerque to home. It took Mike & 
Petra about 6 months make there way to 
Woodstock on feet. See Mike’s journal at 
WalkingEast.com . 
 I think it was July I head in the direct of 
Hannibal Missouri to have coffee with them 
again. I got as far as Pittsville Illinois and the 
fuel pump failed on the motor home. I spend 
two days at the Ford dealership getting that 
fixed. Later I had a rood leak. That was it for 
me. I decided to get rid of the motor home. 
 It wasn’ t the cost it was just that it was 
breaking a lot. After have the same car for seven 
years without any problems I had it with the 
motor home. I guess having two house 
payments and putting 50 gallons of gas in it at a 
time is part of that too. Anyway I lost interest in 
the motor home.  
 I have all the 
things fixed now so it 
should be a good buy for 
someone looking for a 
nice motor home. Yes, 
here is another ad! Sunny 
Island RV is selling it for me. Their web site is 
http://www.sunnyislandrv.com/ 
 Later in the year I installed a grid tie on 
my solar charges system to send my excess 
electric back to the power company to get 
credits. Well it really never gets that far because 
I use it before it gets to my electric meter. I 
think this winter I have had 1000 watts I 
couldn’ t use because I am not using the electric 
mower or the trimmer. 

 I also setup a wind turbine. It is rated at 
six times the output of my solar panels. I have it 
temporary installed out by the pickup. It is 
blocked by the trees so I have to move it this 
spring. Where it is now it needs to be raised 
about 100 feet to get enough wing to be of much 
use. With the trees blocking it is nothing more 
that something to look at to see which way the 
wind blows. 
 This spring I am going to try to install it 
on my antenna tower. It is open the south west 
where the stronger winds come from. Trees only 
block that spot a little.  
 Is I am about at the end of the page. I 
will save this space in case something profound 
happens that I need to report upon. �  
 I think I should go for coffee now. �  
 I’m back. I didn’ t need that coffee. I did 
get to see Marilyn. Do you remember Marilyn? 
She uses to work at Vaughan’s back when Bob 
and Shirley use to own it. Wow, that will be 
three years ago in July. 
Restaurant Now Open 
 I forgot to tell you about Scoops being 
open now. Marilyn is working there. It is a 
walk-in and drive through restaurant. No there is 
now place to sit inside. Marilyn said that they 
plan on putting in a stand up table later. Scoop’s 
is located at the corner of Madison and Judd. 
 See my eatery list on the web at 
www.doerofthings.com/lists/restaurants/. 
 
Vacation Thoughts 
 

 


